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Key principle behind house design 

Charles described the house as unselfconscious. Charles and Ray designed a house specifically 
to meet their needs, but they were those universal needs that we all share as humans. They 
believed in the honest use of materials and straightforward connections. 

 Apparently their original intent was for the house to act as a re-orientor within nature. 

Client 

Charles and Ray were (collectively) 1 of 8 architects challenged to create new intuitive designs for 
the average family, using the best materials available, using them in the best way possible. John 
Entenza, the publisher of Arts & Architecture Magazine, purchased a 5 acre meadow overlooking 
the Pacific Ocean for these houses to be constructed. 
[https://eamesfoundation.org/house/design-bried/] 
[http://www.artsandarchitecture.com/case.houses/] 

Main Design idea: Concept 

Context 
Built on a gradient, the Eamses’ had to tuck it behind a row of eucalyptus 
trees squeezing it between that and a hillside. The constant proximity to 
nature provides an appreciation for it, as the Eamses put it, it acts as a “re-
orientor and shock absorber” providing relaxation from day to day life. 
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Inspiration/Mentor 
Other than finding inspiration in each other, 
Charles Eames’ main influence was Eliseo 
Saarinen, a Finnish architect (no ‘credible 
sources’ try library with picture book) 

Influences/Inspirations 
• Clear DeStijl influence (colour scheme likely 

from Ray) 
• Biophilic design & sustainability 
• Economic design 

History: specific time line with related dates and information associated with 
architect/designer’s life and projects (timeline: bullet pointed and illustrated) 
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Architect/designer’s own principles (philosophical/theoretical): 

House: Use of light, materials and/or technology:


