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Cross Cultural Utopias:
The Garden of Eden - Christianity: Described as the source of 4 
tributaries. Suggested real-world locations are thought to be 
at the head of the Persian Gulf, in southern Mesopotamia. The 
name is derived from the Sumarian word for plain/steppe”or from 
the Hebrew word for pleasure. 

Scheria - Greek: A mythical island featured in Homer’s Odyssey. 
Odysseus is washed ashore after drifting for 10 years and es-
corted to the kingspalace by his daughter Nausicaa. Its portrayed 
as the ideal Greek colony, with stout walls, a stone temple and 
good harbours, being home to expert mariners with self navigat-
ing ships, and skilled craftswomen who live in peace under their 
king’s rule, and fear no strangers.
This example emphasises the self-sufficiency aspect idolised 
within utopian ideals

Ketumati - Buddhist: It is believed that once Maitreya is reborn 
into the future kingdom of Ketumati, a Utopian age will begin. 
Its described as a domain filled with palaces made of gems, sur-
rounded by kalpavrishka trees (wishing trees), producing foods & 
goods, elimenating hunger making sure no one has to partake in 
cultivation. This affects the entireity of Jambudvipa (greater In-
dia), showing that Utopias dont only support themselves but can 
provide for their surroundings and greater environment.

Shangri-la - Tibet: A fictional place, un in the Kunlun moun-
tains, described in the 1933 novel ‘Lost Horizon’ by James Hilton. 
Shangri-la is portrayed as a mystical, harmonious villlage, guided 
from a Lamasery, enclosed in the Western end of the mountains. 
Shangri-la has become synonymous with earthly paradise, in the 
novel, dwellers are nearly immortal; ageing incredibly slowly 
nand living ‘hundreds of years’.

The Peach Blossom Spring - China: The Peach Blossom Spring is 
a piece written by poet Tao Yuanming describing a Utopian place. 
The narrative goes that a fisherman from Wuling sailed upstream 
until he came across a beautiful peach grove with green fields 
covered in blossom petals, he continued up the river uuntil he 
found a small grotto at the end of the river. He squeezed through 
a passage to discover an etherial utopia where people existed 
in harmony with nature. He saw a vast expanse of fertile land, 
clear ponds, bamboo groves and a community of people of all ages 
in houses in neat rows. The people explained that their ances-
tors fled long ago and that they hadnt left or communed with an-
yone outsiders since. Timelessness is predominent in this story, 
as true utopias dont require change, as theyre already perfect. 
In this narrative, key aspects i noticed were that it was specified 
that residents are of all ages, living communally, and that, like 
many others, this utopian place was protected/hidden from out-
siders- showing the priorities of the time, which was protection 
from other warring countries and kingdoms.

Modern Utopias:
21st century discussions regarding Utopias typically revolve around 

post-scarcity economics, late-stage capitalism & universal basic in-
come. The closest real world Utopian places are thought to be within 

Scandinavian nations as they typically boast the top rankings in the 
World Happiness Report.

Historically, Utopias tend to be protected from outsiders and usual-
ly framed as being’too wonderful to leave’, although this aspect is 

more likely due to fear of warring nations invading your city. In our 
current age of connectivity and peace, exclusion and defence are no 
longer neccessities, as so, inclusivity and wider communities should 

be encouraged instead.

Many, namely Lyman Tower Sargent,  argue that the nature of the 
Utopia is inherently contradictory because within every society, 

there are conflicting ideas and priorities, therefore there can nev-
er be true harmony or homogeny.However, research conducted by 

Richard Sosis showed that religious communities are more effective 
than secular (non-religious) at maintaining a community.

Utopia is a Greek term meaning “No Place”, with Eutopia meaning “Good Place”. Utopia re-
fers to an imaginary community/society providing near-perfect qualities within, for its members. 
Utopias also embody equality in many ways, including its economy, government and justice system
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Historic Winchester- Street Grid and His-
toric City Wall

This diagram shows the religious 
buildings within Winchester’s walls 
as well as the time periods they exist-
ed within

This is a map displaying all of the list-
ed buildings in and around Winchetser

With the previously established fo-
cus on connectivity and inclusivity, 
ive explored the ways in which Win-
chester is connected to other areas 

in southern England. 
The river Itchen is the most impor-

tant chalkbed river in the UK partly 
because of the variety of aquatic spe-
cies living within, and partly because 

of the transport options it provided 
to other towns further up the river.

Winchester also holds connections 
with other Burghs across Wessex, 

created as heavily defended areas to 
stand against Viking invasions. 

Winchester also has a Twin City in 
Northern France called Laon.
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Social Study & S.W.O.T

Green Spaces
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Health 
Impacts Activity

Unqualified

Unemployed

Socially 
Rented

After reviewing the Winchester 
Council’s surveys, it would seem 

people dont have much to complain 
about other than traffic and park-

ing issues.
Through other research, ive found 

there is a slight anti-social be-
haviour issue in town, involving 

the Winchester youth (mainly stu-
dents), as well as a homeless issue
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This shows some of the main land-
marks worth seeing within central 
Winchester, many of which, it would 
be beneficial to locate near, draw-
ing more attention and utilising a 
pre existing landmark. 

My social studies indicate a North-
South divide prevelent in winches-
ter regarding employability and so-
cial renting. It appears that most of 
the attraction that make winchester 
worthy of visiting are located south 
of, or on the main high street. This 
may be causing the North side to re-
cieve less visitors, less tourist in-
come and therefore, less attention 

from developers

This diagram depicts the traffic is-
sues in central Winchester, showing 
where i have observed the traffic to 

be better and worse. I believe traf-
fic to be much worse along the cen-

tral road/high-street
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My Vision 
/Scenario Artefact
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Initial Urban 
Concept

The river Itchen provides a nature corridor, bridging forested 
areas North and South of central Winchester, introducing na-
ture to a narrow and affluent section of the city. I intend to 
make the North side of Winchester a place people will want to 
visit and exist within. I plan to turn it into an attractive place 
residents and visitors alike will flock to, and where urban and 
rural environments co-exist and thrive. 

I also intend to introduce a monorail system encompassing all 
of central Winchester, in place of the historic city wall. This 
will hopefully help address the traffic issues as well as at-
tract people from around Southern England with one of very 
few monorails in the UK. Furthering the increased tourism, it 

can also act as a sightseeing tour of the walled city, providing 
elevated views of historic landmarks all around central Win-

chester.
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Urban Strategies & 
Concept Development

Main Design Principles
Space & 
Function
• Identify community needs 

& plan them into the space 
to encourage popularity & 
self policing

• Identify particular groups 
(youths, dog walkers etc) 
who might carry out ‘an-
ti-social’ activities. Can 
they be better accomodat-
ed within the design?

• Locate functions & activi-
ties appropriately (where 
to place seating for the 
elderly, childrens play or 
bike track)

• How do the functions 
interact )do the elder-
ly have to walk past the 
youth centre to reach 
seating?)

• Design the space to re-
flect the functions & ac-
tivities

• Plan in potential fire 
breaks as well designed, 
multifunctional, integral 
spaces

Views & 
Visibility
• Make sure vulnerable ar-

eas are visable, providing 
passive surveillence

• Design sight lines & in-
ter-visibility between 
spaces

• Avoid long corridors with 
1 exit as well as lengths 
of narrow, closed in spac-
es and blind corners

• Create wide welcoming 
access points with clear 
sight lines at the en-
trances

• Avoid open spaces as 
they’re unwelcoming and 
exposed

Access
• Pre-plan for issues by 

planting scrub & trees to 
limit access & free move-
ment of vehicles

• Develop dedicated sites 
for bikes, working with 
the local community

• Plan fenced dog-free are-
as for play or fenced dog 
walking runs

• Create easily accessible 
footpaths with lighting 
if necessary to encour-
age use by everyone at all 
times

Character 
& Sense of 
Place
• Keep the design low-key 

and natural in appearance 
to create a friendly, in-
formal environment

• Plant natural barriers 
which can be as effective 
as fences

• Establish attractive envi-
ronments with diversity in 
spaces & species

• Add winter colours and 
shelter to encourage use 
all year round

• Plan spaces to make the 
most of aspect & shelter 
to wncourage ‘sitting’, not 
just ‘passing through’, 
which makes for better 
security

Strategies for Engaging 
the Community

• Engage the Community
• Designing spaces & structures

• Managing
• Target Hardening: Trying to make the facilities nearly inde-

structable
• Place Making: Utilising good design, attractive new facilities 

and proper maintenance to create places and spaces that peo-
ple will use

Architecture that 
Alienates

Park benches and pavements are common residence for the 
homeless. For many, this is unacceptable, so the practice 
of hostile architecture is employed in order to make pub-

lic spaces impossible for one to rest in. 
These designs are meant to prevent sleeping in public 

spaces however, there is little evidence to suggest that 
this approach is an effective long term measure, it does 

suggest however, that its in fact more expensive than 
housing the homeless instead.

Hostile architecture hides the homeless issue, rather 
than addressing it. These hostile structures also limit 

accessability for the non-homeless population including 
elderly & disabled people. Hostile design also alienates 

the homeless from public spaces & makes the communities 
less cohesive.

Anti-Hostile 
Architecture

Companies such as “RainCity Housing” tacklehousing is-
sues through various programmes. They gained attention 

through their bench campaign in which public benches 
were converted into temporary shelters with extenda-

ble roofs to rpotect sleepers from the weather. These 
shelters also raise awareness against hostile designing, 

along with overdose prevention sites, peer-witnessing pro-
grammes and supportive housing shelters.

A seperate company; Ulmer Nest, have launched a pilot pro-
ject of solar-powered sleeping pods. These are meant as 

last resory options for homeless people or those without 
access to shelter.
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Four Pillars of 
Modernisation 
& Sustainable 
Development 
Goal 18

Introducing 
Nature Into 

the City:
 • I will be introducing a nature 
highway going through North cen-
tral Winchester, spanning from East 
to West, connecting the two natur-

ous areas either side
 • this nature corridor will also 
be introducing forestry and nature 
into the centre of the city, hope-
fully making people more aware of 
being environmentally conscious in 

every day life

Circulatory 
City 

Transporta-
tion:

 • I am installing a monorail sys-
tem along the entire outskirts of 
central Winchester, allowing bet-
ter access from the outside, in, and 
increasing footfall away from the 

High Street
 • I will be relocating the cen-
tral bus station further towards 
the Winchester train station to pro-
vide a smoother transition between 
public transports and an easier trav-
el through Winchester. A monorail 
platform will also be at this loca-

tion

Leisure 
Activities:

 • I will be introducing leisure 
centres at multiple points around 
mostly Northern central Winches-
ter to provide a space for the youth 

to hang out.
 • Some new sites as well as 
some leisure centres will double 
as event spaces as well, for both 
old and new generations to enjoy as 
well as attract tourism to the city

 • The monorail system will also 
provide an element of tourist inter-

est
 • The act of placing most lei-
sure facilities and event spaces in 
the Northern sector of Central 
Winchester will act as a soft di-
vide between old and young groups 
of people so neither are disturbing 
the other, as most historic attrac-
tions and activities enjoyed by older 
generations are already located in 

Southern Central Winchester.

Historic 
Preservation:

 • Whilst trying to modernise 
the city, i will be respecting the 
heritage within, making sure not to 

disturb any historic buildings
 • the monorail I am installing 
will be in the path of the original 
Winchester Great Wall, reinstat-
ing its previous name of “The Walled 
City” (without actually preventing 

entry)

SDG 18: 
My 18th Sustainable Develop-

ment Goal addresses multiple is-
sues affecting both Winchester 

and the larger population. 
It focuses on inclusivity and re-

spect within communities, fos-
tering co-operation between all 

ages and demographics, whilst 
promoting care for the environ-
ment through sustainable con-
struction and infrastructure 

methods. 
Modernisation methods will be 
undertaken with respect to the 

cultural history of the loca-
tion and take into account all 

aspects of what makes each area 
unique and special.
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Modernisation of Historic 
Cities & Precedents

Modernisation 
Techniques:

• Establish the city’s identity taking into ac-
count cultural accuracy & the city’s future 
needs. This makes the transition smoother & 

more attainable
• Improve technological infrastructure. Mod-

ernised cities attract capital & thus need 
support systems for future development
• Redesign the city layout with business 
parks, better flowing transit & grouped 
markets (Chinatown, shopping centres)

• Bold & radical yet sustainable designs

Berlin’s 
Sustainability: 
Being a historic city, it was a coura-
geous act for Berlin to start mod-
ernising themselves, Berlin has made 
strides in becoming one of the most 
sustainable cities in the world; hav-
ing parks, forests and water covering 
37% of the city, one of which (Tempel-
hofer Feld) was once the airport and 
is now a green space as big as New 
York’s Central Park.

Edinburgh’s Old & 
New Cities:
Edinburgh has cleverly maintained their historic city 
whilst introducing modernisation as well without the 
two clashing.
This was achieved by creating multiple ‘sections’ of the 
Old & New city, in partnership with UNESCO.
Edinburgh has since been titled the most sustainable city 
in the UK

Methods of 
Historic 
Conservation:
• Rennovate buildings with Victorian etc style 

design, keeping a similar style mixture
• Support current local markets - relevant to 

sustainability & cultural significance
• Ressurect past heroes & erect monuments in 

their honour
• Stay in favor of local business instead of 

business conglomorates

‘Build Higher’ 
Strategy:

Extensions on existing buildings 
have to match or accentuate the ex-
isting building shape whilst adding 

a modern twist.
You should also utilise modern ma-
terials like glass enhance moderni-
ty & alleviates problems in blending 
old and new materials of the same 

types (weathering) and theyre light 
(small load weight)

Monorails
Sydney monorail platform

Theoretical 1960s mon-
orail running through 

Regent Street

Kuala Lumpur Monorail Station

This is more of an inspira-
tion for the platforms spe-
cifically. Id like for them 
to be small, non-intrusive 
elements in the street.

This is how i envision the 
rails themselves inter-
acting with the streets

This demonstrates the elevation id 
like to achieve with my monorail sta-
tion, allowing people and cars to pass 
underneath.

leisure Centres

Seoul Eoullim Sports 
Centre

University of 
British Columbia 

aquatics centre

Although this style is 
a far cry from anything 
in my proposal, i will be 
using the same technique 
in utilising the historic 
vernacular of the re-
gion, adding modern as-
pects to it and updating 
it for my uses.
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Choosing & 
Studying My Site

Traffic Footfall Noise Wind

The bus station site is already a hub of activity, being 
the primary location of public transport, and being 
located in the very centre of central Winchester as 
well as having multiple access routes from all an-
gles of the site.

There is already construction taking place on this 
site, implying that these buildings are already un-
used and therefore ideal for development.

The river spanning the length of the site also holds 
much potential and i feel is currently under-utilised. 
I understand there is an Almshouse immediately East 
of the site which also shares use of the river.

The housing complex North of the site seems to be in 
need of revitalisation and has much potential in its 
surrounding landscaping, containing a riverside path 
along with large green spaces and foliage.

Environmental Analysis:
The most interesting aspects of the site is the 
access around the site from all angles, creat-

ing the oppurtunity for a hub of the city, en-
couraging an open space for everyone to enjoy 

together. The other intriguing aspect of the 
environmental analysis is the direction and 
intensity of noise around the site. It is sur-

rounded by 3 very busy roads and is next to the 
most busy area in the city. 
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Incorporating 
the Vernacular
Material Study

Timber is a common, cheap 
and very reliable materi-
al to use in all aspects of 
building such as cladding 

and structure.

The Chesil Rectory, 
Winchester

Grotto Studios’ 
Shadow House, Perth. 

Historic Winchester buildings, 
including the Winchester Great 
Hall

Flint has historically used in 
abundance, especially in southern 

England where no ‘good build-
ing stone’ is found, and before 

brick-making was widely known. It 
has also become iconic for Win-
chester as many landmark build-

ings utilise Flint.

Flint House, 
Skene de la Pena

Junya Ishigami, 
Serpentine Pavilion.

Slate is a historically
 common material

 used to clad roofs.
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Design Iterations
Design 1

Design 2

Design 3

Design 4
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Landscaping 
Development
My approach to landscaping my site was to 
turn the river into a place ‘to be’. this includes 
gentrifying the immediate areas surrounding 
it and encouraging ‘riverside walks’ along it, 
which provides a natural and inviting corridor 
for people to explore the Northern half of cen-
tral Winchester. 

I will also be removing many of the unused 
buildings, as well as the bus station workers 
building, as i plan to relocate them.
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Design 
Development
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Peter Barber
-Creating 
‘Streets’

Donnybrook 
Quarter

Holmes 
Road 

Studio

Woodmore 
Mews

A huge aspect of many of Peter Bar-
ber’s architecture projects is fos-

tering a community within the space 
provided. He develops creative ways 
of providing the right environment 

to encourage people to socialise 
and create communitites. 

Peter Barber often designs maison-
ette apartments in order to deal 
with spatially limited sites, pro-

viding efficient spatial managemen, 
adopting the attitude of building 

up, not out.
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Design 2 Development 
- Massing
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Design 2 
Development

Ive decided to adopt the 
grid of the Almshouses, 
speaking to the existing 
architectural language 

of the site. 

My structure will also 
be laying next to, and 

complementing the river 
situated between it and 
the existing Almshouse. 

Due to the private nature 
of Almshouses, i will be 

designing it in a way that 
provides a feeling of se-

curity from the more pub-
lic, large communal area 

that will be occupying 
the rest of the site.

This configuration of 
dwellings is meant to 

provide the environment 
condusive to creating a 

community within the res-
idence. 

There is a veriety of 
ground floor, upper 

floor, 1 storey and mai-
sonette apartments, all 

of which are wheelchair 
accessable

The Almshouse sister building’s massing will provide a soft divide be-
tween the private residence of those living in the Almshouses and the 

entirely communal event space on the rest of the site.

My sister building also connects to the lone building North in the site 
to complete the Almshouse courtyard.
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Alms House Studies
& Courtyards

St Johns 
Almshouse

St Cross Almshouse
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Landscaping
Development

I have introduced a second river stream that was previous-
ly covered up, providing another oppurtunity to follow the 
river further into the North of Winchester. 

The parking remains as it was, but is now a less harsh, more 
informal gravel material, meant for on-foot traversal as 
well as car parking.
This change to the parking area also makes it less intimidat-
ing to cross over to the small retail park West of my main 
site, situated underneath the main city monorail station.

A focus of my landscaping is creating 
courtyard spaces in homage to the com-
monly found courtyards across cen-
tral Winchester, as well as Winches-
ter College.

I am also exploring the difference be-
tween (and boundaries of) public and 
private spaces. The East river is tech-
nically public, but being a smaller, 
more intimate space, this mildly dis-
courages excessive footfall across 
the main entrance of the Almshouse.

I have also converted most of the re-
maining site into various parks and 
events spaces for communities to meet 
up together and socialise.
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St Maximilian
Almshouse
Building Purpose:
The purpose of my building is to act as a sister 
location to the 
existing 
Almshouse, effectively extending their proper-
ty and providing more residency for potentially 
vulnerable people.
My residential building will also be in close 
proximity to and relate to the community centre 
also to be constructed on the site, providing  
oppurtunities for residents to socialise and in-
teract with others not exclusively within the 
building. 
Additionally, the complex is also in close prox-
imity to the monorail station on site, 
providing quick and easy access to transport 
across the entireity of central Winchester

Site Interaction & Integration:
 There are a number of rivers running through my site which have previously been 

covered, i will be uncovering these and using one of them as a soft barrier between 
my dwellings and the public space.

There is an Almshouse complex next to the site, seperated from the site by an 
existing river. I will be mirroring the Almshouses, extending their property over 

the 
river and linking them together, bringing the property into the site boundary. 

Due to the nature of Almshouses, the building requires a degree of privacy.
The site is located within the centre of the city so footfall will be high in the 

area, this will serve the monorail station and community centre well, with a high 
number of vsitors and 

passers-by.
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Physical Model
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Final Plans
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Dwelling 
Typologies
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Schedule of 
Accommodation

Adjacency 
diagram

Social & 
Recreational 

Space
Laundry & 

Services

Residential

Residential

Residential Residential
Communal 
& Garden 

Space

Residential

Services

Exterior 
Space
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Fire Safety & 
Accessability

A large number of my residents could have varying degrees of physical disability so i have 
ensured that every residence is wheelchair accessable.
Fire stairs and exist are largely unimportant as every residential front door leads to an 
external space either on the ground floor or close enough to an 
exterior staircase that leads to the ground floor exterior.
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Structural 
Integration

Piled Raft 
Foundation

Timber Structural 
Framing

Concrete Ground 
Floor Plate

Timber Suspended Floor

Primary 
Structure:

Secondary 
Structure:

Materials & Technology: 
I will be utilising a piled raft foundation due to my buildings 
wide and short stature, as it doesnt require deep foundations. 
My buildings structural framing will be constructed with 
timber because of its sustainable nature, energy 
efficiency, durability and ease of maintenance. 
Exterior, outward-facing walls will have a Flint cladding as 
a reference to the historic vernacular material of the city, 
whilst the inward-facing exterior walls will be clad in oak, 
providing a sense of modernity within the residence (without 
provoking the locals). The roof will be clad in slate, with an 
inward pitch complementing the private feeling of the building 
and paying homage to historic construction materials.
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Exterior Wall, 
facing outward of 

the property:
Flint Cladding, 

Insulation, 
Vapour Barrier,

Cavity Space, 
Timber Core, 

Gypsum Plaster 
Cladding

Interior Wall:
Gypsum Plaster,

Cavity Space,
Timber Core,

Gypsum Cladding

Roof:
Slate Cladding, 
Rigid Insulation, 
Vapour Barrier, 

Timber Core, 
Gypsum Plaster 

Cladding

Exterior Wall, 
facing Inward in 

the property:
Timber Cladding, 

Insulation, 
Cavity Space, 

Vapour Barrier,
Timber Core, 

Gypsum Plaster 
Cladding
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Environmental Sustainability 
Section

Environmental Strategies:
Active Strategies:

Renewable energy solutions will be incorporated within the build-
ing such as solar paneling covering various pitched roofs, providing 
supplementary energy for the building. I will also be incorporating 
ground source heat pumps for more sustainable heating throughout 

the building.

Passive Strategies:
Each dwelling has 2 openings providing the 

opportunity for passive ventilation to be incorporated for each 
resident. There will also be insulation for every exterior wall as 

well as sound insulation between rooms and floors. The building and 
windows will be orientated so that all rooms have access to natural 

lighting. I will also be incorporating rainwater collection in the form 
of harvesting systems on the property. The harvested water will be 

used for landscape irrigation and other general uses.

Sustainable Solutions & Materials:
Materials: 
I will be using locally sourced & historically relevant materials such as Flint, timber and 
slate, which i will use as cladding, over a timber frame construction. I will be utilising a  

concrete Ground, whilst using  timber flooring for the suspended floors. 

Sustainable Solutions: 
I will also be integrating green walls in certain parts of the building’s inward-facing exte-
rior walls in order to create a cooler atmosphere and provide a more natural feeling. The 
closely situated river, next to my building will also aid in cooling the air around my building, 
as well as provide a more calming, serene atmosphere.
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Room Type A
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Room Type B
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Room Type C
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Room Type F 
Bottom

Room Type F 
Top
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Room Type E
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Room Type H 
Bottom

Room Type H 
Top
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